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Why It Failed
The failure of the Pope's peace pro¬

posal.then.1 can be no mistaking the fact

that it ha« failed.¡l not difficult to ex¬

plain. It has failed because it sought to

[repare the way for a discussion between

two sets of nation* which are lighting a

war on a wholly different basis. It failed

vyondall tl«o because the alliance against
Germany is primarily an alliance to pre¬

sent the destruction of civilization by
force. It faded because while the force

to destroy remained in existence and the

Herman will to use that force endured

un-haken peace by negotiation was neces¬

sarily impossible.
If Great Britain were fighting solely to

s German colonies; if France had

entered the war simply to regain Alsace-

Lorraine; if Russia were animated merely
y territorial ambition; if the United

States had material objectives, then, on

ihe present situation in the war, this

would be an appropriate moment for dis¬

cussion. But Russia entered the war to

?ave Serbia, assailed by Austria; France

entered the war because she was invaded,
attacked; England entered the war be¬

cause France was threatened with de¬

struction and Belgium was invaded. The

;hief purpose of the English and the

French and the Russians was to prevent
Germany from dominating Europe by
means that were abhorrent and for pur¬

poses destructive of European liberty.
The nations fighting Napoleon often

made peace with their great enemy dur¬

ing the period in which Napoleonic ambi¬

tion did not seek a Continental mastery,

but when the nations of Europe recog¬

nized that temporary truces with Napo¬
leon only invited new attacks, then they
banded together and adopted as a plat-
lorm the elimination of Napoleon as the

necessary condition of peace. They pro¬

claimed that they had no intention to dis

member Franco, and at the end of a long
war th<îy left France substantially with

the houndaries of 1789. Now the situa¬

tion as to Germany is not different. It is

impossible to make peace with a nation

which regards war as an extension of

policy and affirms the right to use mili¬

tary efficiency to promote national aspira¬
tions at the expense of neighbors. It is

impossible to make peace when peace with

such a nation means but a period In which

new efficiency will be sought to make suc¬

cessful a new attack.
The difficulty with all negotiations and

all proposals for peace now grows out of

the fact that the real issue of the war is

rot concerned with territory, with colo¬

nies, with "places in the sun." The world

has taken arms against Germany because
the Germans have adopted a faith and a

policy perilous to all the nations of the
world and destined to remain perilous as

>«l long R.s it hold« the German people and

Hr 'he German mind in thrall.
It is amazing to see how completely this

condition has embodied itself in the minds
of all the people of all the nations at war

with Germany. No war weariness, no

disappointment, no suffering, has failed
to obscure the vision of the simple and

plain people of the nation« at war of this
? a<-t. If the Germans can do in Belgium
what they have done and escape the con

sequences, then militarism is fastened

upon the worid, then we shall all have to

tako arms against the morrow when the
Gr rman will come again, and, without hav-

ng cot.quered us, yet will have in fact con

demned the world to adopt the German

system and to live under German condi¬

tions.
The Germans entered this war as a man

embarks upon an investment. A short

fight, a speedy victory, a vast indemnity,
'icw pOHM- .Mor .- these were the lures that

led the German on with 1870 fresh in his

mind. Already the investment has proven

a fatal error. Whatever happen«, Ger¬

many can only harvest loss and she may

he ruined. She will be ruined if she is not

able now to MCSpt a protraction of the

war. She will be ruined more completely
than any of the nations which are now

flghting }i> r, bacaUM greater b.jrdens are

laid UiK/n bar In proportion to her re-

sources than on any other nation, and

resources are absurdly disproportio
to the collective resources of the o

nations. But so far as the Allies
concerned, they must fight until that
is achieved, unless the German renou

his policy.renounces his belief that

is an extension of policy defensible w
ever it satisfies a German appetite.
There is not one single convincing

that Germany has renounced her doctr
which precipitated this war, just as tl

is every possible evidence that she
tinues to employ the methods which rr

the war what it is. The German effor
seize European domination and wi

power has failed. The Germans areq
as well aware of this fact as their <

mies. But they are very far from be.
convinced that it cannot succeed, and t

are still able, as the published statemc

of German statesmen indicate, to chei

the idea that where there was failure

time there may be success again if r¡

takes made In 1914 are not repeated "n

time." The real obstacle to peace is G
many as she has revealed herself in t

war. At the present moment and un

the existing conditions it is hardly
much to say that this obstacle is insup
able. Were this war a war of the char
ter of many of those contests of the p

there is no nation in the world wh

would not have heeded the Pope's propo
to open negotiations for peace with<

further bloodshed. But this war is tota

different from most, if not all, of the wi

in the past, in that Germany precipita!
it to seize control of the world and th

pursued it with a remorselessness ami

human efficiency which have threater

the life, the liberty and the safety of

her enemies, not alone through methods
civilized warfare, but by every meth
known to barbarism as well. And t

world has quite unconsciously fixed up

one thing as the inevitable condition anl

cèdent to any discussion of peace.
The first clear revelation of the G<

man policy and purpose came in Belgiu
As long as the Germans continue to arg

about holding Belgium and refuse even

consider indemnifying and Restoring B<

gium, the whole civilized world has demo

strated that it cannot, both with rega

to its moral obligations and its nation

safety, discuss peace with the Gernu

Empire. If the German governme

should to-morrow propose to make pea
with the preliminary proposal to évacua

Belgium and to restore it, to discuss que
tions of Alsace-Lorraine and Italia Irr

denta, with a recognition that there mu

be territorial concessions to close the cci

turies of rivalry; if Austria should agn

to evacuate and indemnify Serbia as

condition preliminary to a discussion <

world peace, then, and only then, wool
there be a dawning hope of the restor;

tlon of peace by negotiation.
But the world has palpably made up il

mind that the first steps in the rcstor?

tion of peace, if it is to come ot.herw.is
than by victory on the battlefield, must h

a German proposal that, with respect t

Belgium at least, carries with it a plai
recognition of guilt for the past and t

this extent at least a renunciation of tha

policy and those methods which hav
roused the world against Germany.
To-day Germany faces the dilemma o

renouncing the policy and the faith whic
have brought the world in arms agains
her, or else of seeing her future ruined b

the terrible burdens of the next year o

two of war. And this is precisely th

dilemma that the*Allies have fought t

put Germany in, and this is precisely th

moment when for all future safety in th

world the decision must be made by Ger

many, and peace negotiations can onl;
follow such a decision as eliminates GcT
man policy.
We have conic to one of the most inter

esting and critical moments of the wholi

war. Those in this country who are mos

ardently seeking to save Germany an

most eager to assert that Germany is de
feated and to argue that the defeat thai

she has suffered will cure her of the error.«

Of the past. This is a pleasant but fl

specious argument. It is not to the Ger

man-Americans or to the German sympa
thizers in this country that Mr. Wilsor

and the government must turn for en¬

lightenment. Peace is possible only when

Germany herself takes the step which

brings her back under the domain of civil¬
ization and international law and out of

the utter darkness in which for three

>ears she has travelled from crime to crime

and from wrong to wrong.

The Pope's proposal has hern one of the
best things that have happened since the
war began, because it has demonstrated
the solidarity of the people allied against
Germany so far as the essential principle
at stake is concerned. They have declined
to discuss peace because they have recog¬

nized that the war is not over and cannot

be over until Germany has made that sur¬

render, not of territory rightfully asked,
not of colonies conquered by war, not even

of provinces acquired by vicious methods
in other times, but that surrender on the
vital question of German necessity which
led htyp into Belgium and into submarine

war.the question of the higher law in- ¡
voked by the German whenever he had
the power to seize and the appetite to

desire that which belonged to his neighbor.

New York Goes to War
The invisible war became visible for a

ftm hours yesterday morning, and New
York gave about as good an imitation of
enthusiasm as any croaker could ask to
see. The ti'.ith Regiment.as it will al- [
ways be known to the city that loves and '

admires its righting men.took away with
it the memory of heartfelt cheers and a

grateful people, eager to back it to the
limit For the first time, in a real sense,
New York went to war.

Heretofore a curtain of mystery has been
set against all interest in our departing
soldiers. A consistent effort has appar¬
ently been made to reduce the war to a

thing of blanks to fill out and boards to
appear before, plus anonymous regiments
arriving at unnamed ports. As a result
the pessimists were presented with a

chance to cry "Apathy!" and to assert;
that the country was not "enthusiastic"
for the war. Just why a nation should
be supposed to assemble on its highways
and jump up and down and shout over j
nothing at all, these critics did not ex-1
plain. The imputation remained, and all
ÜM country could do on its side was to
perform the hard, uninteresting grind of
the war.its Liberty Loan, its Red Cross.
its conscription. This it has done with
a will.
The episode of the fiOth should furnish

an example for the future. The good to
the men and to the community is obvious.
There is no danger, at this late date in a

wearying war, of any cheap hullaballoo.
All that is asked is that the people be per¬
mitted a chance to express their natural
(motions toward their bravest and best
men, setting out on the most heroic vent-1
ure of our time.

Posterity in the Day Coach
If for statistical purposes it ever be-¡

comes necessary to determine offhand the
marital status of the male population of a

<!ay coach, there is one simple and in fa!- i
lüde device available. Bring in a single
squalling infant. The married male« will
go on reading their newspapers or "Sat-
unlay Evening Post" quite as before
They will scarcely hear the heart-rending
cries, though they be fit to drown the roar
OÍ the car wheels and the locomotive's
shriek.
The bachelor will behave quite differ¬

ently. He will begin by ignoring the up¬
roar through an effort of the will as long
as he can.say, a minute and a half. "With
such petty and ignoble confusions of
slavjery what has a free and untrammelled
citizen of the world to do?" his lifted
eyebrows endeavor to publish. Then he
begins to wriggle. He sets his teeth. He
torna over his paper hurriedly. Control
teases. He wheels around and glares
angrily at the squalling infant and its
f.bominable parents. If his thoughts of;
the moment could be read thev would sum

\i]s about as follows; "It may he n«8Cei
sary for the good of the world that pos«
terity shall be hatched and incubated and
brought to manhood and womanhood, but
why in the name of comfort and decency
must posterity be reared on a railroad
train?" His thoughts are, in fact so

summed up in one wrathful, withering look.
We bave participated in efforts to ex-

pound the defence, such as it is, of the
squalling infant in the day coach. In¬
fants are human and have rights. They
must occasionally be moved, to be taken to
ftoctors, to grandparents, to vacations for
a change of air, and what not. All par¬
ents have not limousines in which to trans¬
fer their offspring, and bachelors volun-
tcrr their limousines for such purposes
with astonishing infrequeney. And the
arguer's children never cry, anyway. And
so on. But the effort is quite in vain. The
gulf between the parent and the non-par¬
ent is one of those unbridgeable chasms
which are so common in society. No
imagination can leap it, sympathy halts
at the brink.
To any parent, however crabbed, anv

led faced, tear stained, dirty, yowling
brat is an object at least of humorous en¬
durance. In the spirit of the connoisseur .'
lie may even go further and admire the'
lung power indicated. Iff can always ad«l
p. chuckle of relief that it is not his off¬
spring that is offending and that he is not
rmbarassedly manipulating a bottle or a

watch fob in a vain effort to curb the un-
restrainablo. He never gets to damning.
Whether the day coach, with its inevi¬

table infants, is good for the bachelor we
do not pretend to decide. It may engender
B hatred of offspring which prevents how
many marriages! It, may stir a sense of
revenge, a wish to propagate posterity of
rue's own to make life in day coaches that
(much more hideous. It may possibly stir!
occasionally an envy of the calm parentI who can sit contentedly in the midst of!
such alarms. The day coach rolls on, in
any event, bearing posterity with it.
Bachelors are a fly upon the track; than
their emotions or their fat« nature can
imagine nothing of less consequence.

The Senators From Missouri
(J '»i« til. i tiimrjo Wee «I

Illinois is properly the subject of «jibes and
reproaches on account of some of it«« Repre-
srntativcs in Congress notably Representa-jtiv« Mason and also because of certain
v ords and actions of the Mayor of the prin-i
ripal city of the state. Thin is not the only
«Mate, however that in a time of .special peril
and strain furnishes contribution» to the na¬
tion's menagerie of political freaks.
There is Missouri. Its two Senators

Stone and Reed come as near being a total
loss to the Republic in this emergency as any
brace of Senators in t'ie entire show.
The reasons that actuate Senators S'fona

and Reed in resorting to violent attacks upon
the food control bill and upon Mr. Hoover
personally may be diñrult to fathom or they
may rot. Opinion« differ on this subject. It
is fair to assume, however, that somewhere
m the barks of their rraniums lurks the fixed
:r\e.i that political a<l va rítale will mm« to
ihem from their bushwhacking activities.

fortunately, American politics furnishes
many painful surprise! for politician« of this
type.

"No!"
The Tiibune's Comment on the Papal

Peace Terms Discussed
To the Editor of The Iribifne.

Sir: May I thank you for your leader in

to-day's paper "No!" It voices the indig-
nant thought of all »ouls who care for right¬
eousness and see the stern demands of jus¬
tice above all mere expediencies and com-

....

promises with infamous crimes.

That the crimes of Germany and Turkey
in particular are on a scale so gigantic as

to throw all past infamies into the shade is
no reason why they should go unpunished
and even unrebuked, as the Pope's letter to

the world suggests. That scale of cruelty
and savage barbarism only makes it more

imperatively the duty of the Allies to bring
these awful crimes to sternest judgment. The
letter of His Holiness disregards justice ab¬
solutely. All virtues are practically worth¬
less unless baaed on the fundamental virtue,
justice.
To accept the Pope's letter as a basis for

peace would make of Christianity a cowardly
faiCS and disgrace Christendom forever. It
is the most amazing thing that has yet come

upon a world more or less dazed by the Ger¬
man denials of every law of God and man

und every victory won in blood and anguish
for jusMce in this present world.
New York, Aug. 17, WIT. F. B. NASH.

A Strong Move for Germany
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Your characterization of the Pope's
peace proposal is correct. His Holines is
three years and some days too late. He
i-liould, at the outset, ha-.e taken his favorite
and dear "chil'l,'' Austria, by the scruff of
the neck and the seat of the trousers and
have told him to go away back to Merlin
with his the Austrian) gentle peace pro¬
posal to Serbia, sit down and think it over.

There is no record of any protest by the
Pope to Austria on account of Austria's out¬

rageous and humiliating and un-Christian
ultimatum to Serbia. The numerous and
barbarous and clearly evident crimes of Ger¬
many have likewise echoed vainly in the
papal hall of silence. The helpless infants
;«n«l women »nd unarmed men of the Lusi-
tania all children of the Holy Father
went to their ocean burial without the last
rites of the Church. Cardinal Mercier,
doubtless, has disclose«! to the Pope the
h«'ii id details Of Catholic Belgium's rapt-,
robbery and murder. "This thing wa.« BOt
«Ion«» in a corner."

Hut the Pope either has not used the op¬
portunity that has been his to find out for
himself the truth, or else he has willed to
«-'os,, his eyes and ears to evidence that has
been clear an«l plain to the whole world. In
either case his judgment and counsel in re¬

gard to this war are valueless, no matter
low much respect may be had for his office.
In the face of nil that Germany has done-
putting Bsiale fur the nonce the question of
responsibility for the war's bepinnincr neu¬

tral judgment on the Pope's part is not neu¬

tral, bol biassed; his suggestion i« for noth¬
ing more nor less than a compromise.

This, as all the world knows none better
than Germany would be a decided German
victory and the beginning of another and
more terrible war. This is a weak move on

the Pope's part, but a strong move for Ger¬
many; it will fail, becau-e a righteous God,
not the Pope, rules this world.

AMERICAN.
Haledon. N. J., Aug. Iß, 1917.

Squarely on the I lead
To the Editor of The Tribune.

ati'r: You have struck the nail iq-inrcly on

the head. Permit me to voice the sentiments
of millions of people in indorsement of your
leader this morning on the proposed abandon-
r-cnt «if Belgium, as suggested in the peace
me- age of His Holiness the Pope of Rome.
These are your words:

1« it rnni-eivable that the Belgian people, thus
He«ert.«d By Great Britain and Kranre. thus deserteil
by all the great power» of the world, would ever

again interpose their feeble strength to Oman
armie«? Would any »mall people in thi» world.
w|»h the Belgian atro«-ity in their mind, with the
deaertiOfl of llelgmm j:npru-ed in the pre.ent peace
t» rm«, ever re«i«t a «trong invader or epi» «

might in th« hope and in th" faith that aid would
rrme from without?

The answer to this is "No," they certainly
would not. Ami the suggestion is this-that,
if yi»ncr terms of the k'nd proposed are to
follow such wars as «re now have, the logical
att n.le of Helgi'im in 1ÍM4 should have
been an immed'ate consolidation with the
Cernían Empire. Had this been done, fie'-
Ciiin«, with the help of Germany, would have
been safe, and Germany an«r Belgium WOald
have made the war a very different, affair for
England and Eranre. Holland »nd Denmark
would hare joined the German allies and the
dream of N'orth Sea empire would have be¬
come a reality. The |«««on of such a peace
policy as that eroyes. I would be that in
time of war small people« must join the
large »nd stronger one« or perish.

FREDEMCI W. PANGBOBN.
New York, Aug. 17, P'lT.

'"That These Policies »Shall Not Rr
F.nacteH Apain"

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Your editorial of August H* is

rouchrd in such plain and forcible terms, so

]<ig'r:«l ami applicable to the subject di«-
enssod therein, that it deserves more than a

pas-ing notice of Its contents. Stripped of
every semblance of sophistry and miscon¬
ception, and aiming only at, the facts and
principles involved in the subject of a peace
based on a valid and righteous conclusion, it
certainly sweep« away all chance nt" a peace
based on intrigue, and one patched up fur
the purpose of gaining an advantage to ie-

peat that winch has «-tirrrd the nitions of
the prirent time and caused inconceivable
misery, ami threatened the lights and liber¬
ties of the entire race of mankind.

1 am glad that your vision is uncloud¬
ed, and that you look not through «

glass darkly, but face to face with the facts
as they exist to an unprejudiced mind. Those
atrocities which have characterized th« Ger¬
man policies in this war, as you say, "Do not
cry for vengeance. But they are eloquent
voices crying that these policic«. shall not be
enacted again, and that the en«l of this war
hall bring the death sentence to the idea

which was expressed in Relpium."
The question whether this i-nt.on ami her

»Hies shall be dominated by one man power
and ma«le the doormat for future genera¬
tions to trample underfoo', and made to sur¬

render the God-given rights and libertes be¬
queathed to the fathers and sons of the
lepublirs who have fought for and achieved
all the blessings that make life worth living,
is now in the balance, and our best blood
crie« for a freedom imperishable and un-

dimmed. DAVID EASON.
Elizabethtown, Penn., Aug. 17, 1917,

Hearty Thanks
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Permit me, a professional student of
history and the classic« and an amateur
student of philosophy, to evpress my un¬

feigned approval an«! hearty thank« for your
masterly editorial in this morning'« IsstM of
The Tribune, "No!"

Could it not be reprinted in p»mphlet form
and distributed broadca«f *

ERNEST D, DANIELS.
».Brooklyn, Aug. 17, 1017.

May I have space for a few words of
comment on the contribution to your edi-!
torial pajre of August II by George Clarke
Cox, Ph. P., on "Group Insurance for Sol¬
diers"?

It is difficult for a lay reader to discern
the exact purpose or raison d'etre of this
contribution. It is of the species of academic
criticism that leave« one at the end vaguely

¡ in doubt as to what it is all about. Ap-
parently the writer sets out to criticise the
proposed system of government insurance
and family allowance for soldiers and sailors
on the ground of expense, but in the end he

I comes forward with a proposal that the gov-
ernment provide free group insurance for
the men serving in the army and navy, a

much more radical and expensive project
' than the plan embodied in the Administra-
tion hill, which provides simply for the sale
of life insurance at net eoçt.

The Government Measure
It may be of interest to explain briefly the

three main features of the government meas-

ure under discussion. The plan provides, in
I the first place, for family allowance to de-
pendents of enlisted rpen in amounts gradu¬
ated, according to the size of the family,
from $"i to ISO a month. Allotments of paj¬
are to be made as contributions toward the

j family allowance.compulsory as to wife and
children and voluntary as to other persons

| the amount of the allotment ranging from a

minimum of $15 a month to a maximum of
one-half the pay. In case one-half of an en¬

liste,I mnn's pay is not allotted, tWe S. ere

tary of War or the Secretary of the Navy
may require that any portion of one-ha'f of]
the pay that is not allotted shall be deposit¬
ed to his credit, to be held during such
period as may be prescribed and paid back,

j with interest at 5 per cent, to the enlisted
man or his beneficiaries or next of kin.
The second feature of th« plan covers

compensation for death or disability, accord-
¡ ing to the usual method of workmen's com¬

pensation legislation. The amount of com-

pensation is graduated according to the
'amount of pay and the number und status
Ol dependents, the maximum monthly com-

penration for death and for total disability
being fixed at $200. A most important pro-
vision of this part of the plan requires the
Injured men to follow such courses of re-

habilitation, reeducation and vocational
training as the government may prescribe,
with the view to restoring them, to self-
supporting employment, upon the pcna''v of
suspension of payment of compensation for
Wilful failure to comply with this require¬
ment, but the amount of compensation is not
reduced in the case of a man who recovers

his earning power, in part or in whole, in
order that there may bo no loss of in¬
centive to make the best of all opportunities
for rehabilitation. Failure to make a proper
effort to recover lost or impaired earning
power is thus neraiized, while success in at¬
taining this end is rewarded.

A Comprehensive Plan

The third division of the plan authorizes
the sale of life insurance to enlisted men by
the government, in amounts not less than
$1,000 or more than $10,000, at absolute net

' cost. Trie government is to bear the expense
of administration and the additional cost re¬

sulting from the war hazard. Application
for thil insurance must be made within 120
day after enlistment or entrance into active
service and before discharge or resignation,
except that men in active service at the time
of the publication of the terms and conditions
of the proposed contract of insurance may

apply at any time within 120 days after that
dr.te.
This comprehensive plan provides protec¬

tion for enlisted men with respect to the
three ma;n ri.-k- attendant upon military
service. These are. first, the n«k of loss of

oeeapatiofl or earnings, and the consequent
hardship to dependents during the period of
service; second, the risk of loss of life or

limb, with resulting dependency for th« rr.nn

himself or the members of his family; third,
the risk of non-insurability at ordinary!
rates, which every enlisted man incurs by
reason of entry into military service, ¿Ihese
are heavy and serious risks which enlist-
ment and draft impose upon men who are

undertaking the ta'-k of national defence, and
it is ju-f and proper that this burden should
not be thrown upon the individual, but
should he Manned and borne collectively by
the people as a whole. |

Toadstools
Fabre'l experiments on Behalf of the

Frugal I îousekeeprr
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: In your issue of August Iß one of j
your correspondent?, under the heading, "A

Neglected Cheap Food," expresses the wish
,,me philanthropic ?cientist would push

the use ot' mushrooms and the many other

species of edible fungi.
A reference to th" "Souvenirs F.ntomolo-

giques" of .1. H. Fahre at. the article "In«
or'e< et Champignons" will show that one

of the greatest of scientists has endeavored
the use nut only of mushrooms, hut

also of toadstools, as bring, under propercon-
ditions, a nutrition« sad perfect!« safe article
of human die». He states that the most vio

lantlv poisonons varieties of toadstools are

rendered innocuous if they are thoroughly1
!>.,i|e,I for a short time in water in which
a pinch of bicarbonate of so«ia is dissolved,
and afterward rinsed in col«) water their
substance and flavor and even their aroma

an in no way affected, and they are then

ready to bo dressed and served in the same

manner as mushrooms, from which they
cannot. «Mail« be «II Él mguished.

Fahre says that fron tin« immemorial
toadstools, harmless or violently poisonous,
have been gathered indiscriminately, boiled
and eaten with imputi'ty by the peasants of
Provence, where he lived, forming, in fact.
during their season, one of the chief staples
of daily food. At his own table they were

frequently served and enjoyed by hinrelf,
his family and their guests.

Fabre gave this subject the patient and

scrupulous care with which he observed every
secret of nature, ami sums up his reason for

doing so as follows:
"I had in view not the epicure, hut the

frugal man, the toiler m the fields above all,
and would «¿OMidef myself repaid for my

persevering research coulil I in any degree
popularize this prudent Provencal rocip« tor

:h« «Making of toadstools that form such an

«excellent food and agreeable addition to the
daily ration of beans and potatoes, if only!
one knows how to get over the difficulty of
having to distinguish between the harmless
and dangerous varieties." These words of
Fahre recurred to me recently when on a

visit to the Jersey shore I »aw the ground
under the pines thick with puff balls, some

nearly as large as melons. I asked one of
the poor, underfed natives why they did not

gather and ent them. "Oh, wp ain't going to
run no risks," he answered.
Now, I have been toi«! by an eminent Ameri¬

can scientist that there is not a single variety
of puff hall in the «United States that is
not perfectly good to eat, and I have often
eaten them myself, without the precaution
of preliminary boiling, since in their case

it is unneressary, yet the half-starved Jersey-
man did not dare. What a waste, and what
a pity! > M. WILLIS.
New York, Aug. lfi, 1ÍM7. |

Against Group Insurance
By F. Spencer Balancín, Manager Stale Insurance Fund

One statement in the contribution of l»r.

Cox calls for correction. He says that the

representatives of the insurance companies
who were called into consultation on the

problem of. war insurance declined to as-

sume the risk at all and recommended that

the government insure the soldiers. This
would be extremely interesting and signifi-
cant if true. The fact is, however, that the
advisory committee, representing the life and
casualty insurance companies, strenuously
»ippo»ed the proposal of government insur-

anee, as embodied in the third part of the
Administration bill. In a communication
toi the President outlining the p-oposed plan
Secretary McAdoo comments as follows upon
the attitude of this committee of insurance

representatives s
"They opposed the grant of any govern-

BSeat insurance over and above the compen¬
sation, on the ground that the other provi¬
sions were liberal enough, and might be
mad/ more liberal in ways suggested by
them. They favored, over and above com-

pensation, the payment by the government
of $1.000 in each case of death during ser¬

vice, or within five years after discharge
from the service, to such beneficiary as the
man may nominate, or to his estate, in lieu
of insurance.

Insurance Men Objected
"One of their fundamental objections to

the proposed plan of insurance whereby any
man in the service can purchase from $1.000
to $10,000 of insurance was that this gave an

opportunity to the wealthier men to g"t
something which the poorer men could not
obtain. They admitted that they had failed
to ascertain the premium rates to be charged
under the plan contemplated. This objec¬
tion is not tenable, because the president of
the Actuarial Society of America stated in

their presence, in response to my question,
that the premium rate to be made by the
government during the war would be between
$7 and $H per $1,000 of insurance. This rate
would make the cost of $10,000 insurance

only $80 a year and only $40 a y«*ar for half
that amount -and would enable practically
every private to take the maximum amount."

It is pertinent to state in this connection
that the work of preparing the war insur¬

ance bill was performed, not by a committee
representing the insurance companies, but by
a committee of the Advisory Commission of
the Council of National Defence, appointed
by Bassaol Gompers, chairman of the Com¬
mittee on Labor. Judge .lulian W. Mack,
of Chicago, was chairman of this committee,
an«l among the members were Captain S. H.
Wolfe, the well known actuary: P« Tecumseh
Sherman, Frank Whiting, J. W. Sullivan, D.
I,, «ease and the writer.
The opposition of the insurance compa¬

nies to the insurance feature of the pro¬
posed measure was naturally to be expected.
The plan will put the national government
into the insurance business on a large scale.
This unprecedented extension of govern¬
mental activity is, of course, viewed with
grave disfavor by the representatives of the

private insurance companies. It is evident,
I owever, that the only way in which this war

insurance can be provided economically and
satisfactorily is through governmental
agency. Incidentally, it may be remarked
here that the government will be forced by
the compelling exigencies of the war situa¬
tion to undertake many things which doc¬
trinaire economists and practical business
men have insisted that it could not or should
not do. Already the government has as¬

sumed the function of regulating prices and
is taking over the control of distribution
and production, at least with respect to
staple commodities of common consumption.

The Now Régime
Whether we like it or not, we are entering

upon a new era of expansion of govern¬
mental activity in relation to industry. At
the same time the claims of labor are re¬

ceiving larger and larger recognition, and
it is clear that the time is fast approaching
when labor «.il! be admitted into a real and
equal partnership in the direction of indus¬
trial operations. Moreover, these epochal
chanee«, once accomplished, will not be re¬

pealed or undone after the close of the war.

The new régime that is rapidly evolving
itself, once established, will not be over¬
thrown by the return of peace. In conse¬
quence of the war, industry will surely he.
come democratized and socialized to a de¬
gree hitherto undreamed of in our Ameri¬
can economic and political philosophy.

Shoot Them at Sunrise
When the Freedom of the Press
Becomes Unadulterated Treason

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Your editorial "Why German Defeat

Is Essential to American Safety" is highly
commendable, indeed, but I think your views
on the freedom of the press «nd speech are

a trifle too elastic.
Either the press or the individual has a

perfect right to criticise the officinl conduct
of the war in so far as such criticism n

justifiable ami does not lend aid and comfort
to the enemy. To go beyond such limitations
m mire, unadulterated treason, and the p*r-
petrntor should be shot at sunrise.

The idea of permitting the proprietor of t»

string of yellow journals, under the guise or
the freedom of the press, to continually
vilify an «\llied nntion in such a way as to
lend very material aid and comfort to the
snessjr, for no other reason than the gratifi¬
cation of his personal spi'e against such na-'
tion because of its cancellation of privileges
enjoyed in the gathering and transmission of
BOWS which said journalist deliberately falsi- '

tied, can only be classed as traitorous, and
putting a stop thereto in no way curtails th«,
freedom of the pre«s, pro-German publishers
and sympathizers to the contrary notwith¬
standing.
The same justifiable action should be

promptly taken against all public officials.
toapboi anarchists, ex-kissing bugs of the
United States navy, I. W. W. s. and the so-i
called Eriénds of Irish Freedom. If Ireland
O/U granted home rule to-morrow she would
¦BOTS to annex the British Empire the dav
following. We all appreciate the fact, how-
ever, that Irish freedom is of more impor¬
tance at this particular time than the free-
doss of Anteriea. F. H. ALLEV.
New York, Aug. 1*-, 1917.

No Silly Nicknames
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The burden of one's song which has
afflicted so many of your correspondents m

trviag to wish some mane moniker upon the
poor, defenceless trooper reached the limit
to-day. Jake, sometime» Jakey gawd 'elp
us! How about Ike or Lkey, also Isadore.
Izzy for short tasking indulgence of Iziy
Kaplan » ?
When the moment psychological ) arrive»,

calling for a nickname, some one will be on
the job with the happy choice, without effort.
The troops will accept it and it will stick.
But it won't he Sammy. Jakey or any other
filly appellation that so many are now try¬
ing to plaster on Our Boys. "Teddy" has a

meaning to all of an, representing keen
vision plus rare ability to fight, though
some of our political patriota will taboo that,
and the »rrny admioistr»tion couldn't hear
or see it with a megaphone and a I.ick tele-
«cope. W. E. B.
New York, Aus;. If», 1917.

The Pope Mistranslated
His Peace Message Was Reduced to

Gibberish in English
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Who is responsible for the tarrama
unintelligible and ill-punctuated nan

"

given out as the "official translation» **?
Pope's message? Presumably the .LT.
was written in French, unless th« »7
ignored the customary use of that IsnJ^
in diplomatic intercourse and preferred
use Italian, but both here and in £.* 5
there are thousands of men proi«iMy^either or both of these languages; why .v-1*
should the task of producing an -..*".
translation" be intrusted to some d«,,J
head whose ignorance of them 1, J!"
equalled by his inability even to use ut.«/
gible English? *mm

Take, for example, the opening Swt«a.
"Since the beginning of our Pontifittt4¿'horrors of a terrible war let loose on l%ttZ!
we had in view above everything three tW
to preserve." Does this mean that "ta«^
ginning of our Pontificate let loos« tk,^
rors of a terrible war"? On doe» it ..J
"Since the beginning of our Pontifiât, tu
horrors of a terrible war hare bees U
loose"? And consider the masterly taefm\
of the expression, "We had in view ^
everything three things to preserve"! mm
next sentence, "Our pacific mission re«.««;«*,
to omit nothing as long as it «u ,. _

power which might contribute to hattet tka
end," etc. How delight ful the idiom, "r».
quires to omit"! Or should there be n !,Mt
a comma after "requires" L e, should tb»
sentence read, "Finally as our pacific mis.
sion also requires to omit nothing"»
A few lino« further on we read, "In tie«

a terrible situation . . . we,whoh»T«M
particular political aim, who do not 1 atea ta
suggestions ... but are eolely compela
by a sentiment of our supreme dut«;," ttt
. . . and there the «enter.ee end«, «aitb
"we" hanging in the air.

Next we come to this charming pa rar rail-
"Through the voice even of humani'y 19«
reason we oríce more emit the cry of p*att>
What is the meaning of "even"? Whit u

the meaning of the phra.'e. "to emit a orr «>f
peace through the voice at humanity"? Ou
is inclined to "emit a cry" of bewilderment'
Again we find, "The fundsmental p#,ju

must be that the material force of «rmimsit
be substituted by the moral force of rifkt'
What are fundamental point«'' The two
word- are contradictory: points cannot it
fundamental. And what authority is then
for ".substituted by"? Supplanted by or su¬

perseded by would be permissible, but it*.
substituted by.
The next sentence ". . . then in tas

substitution for armies the institution if
arbitration" .by which I conclude is mw.
"in the institution of arbitration as 1 ni
stitute for armed force"», is also left hae(-
ing in the air, with no beginningandno ni.
Whnt could be more íisinine ba'.derdui

than the next sentence, "Once the supreBieer
of right has thus been established, a',1 obits-
cles . . . would disappear . . . ij «as¬

suring . . . the true liberty and cosan-

nity of the seas, which would contribute U

the numerous causes of conflict and »oqW
also open to all new sources of prosperity"
I defy even the most painstaking inreitipt«
to make head or tail of this sentenf. Ap¬
parently the community of the sets in wee

way or other contributes to the fisMi t>(
conflict and, if so, how does it «pelt «e»

sources of prosperity?
Once more. "Therefore, in présents| \»

you, who direct at this hour the¿«s'.r.'.es«d
the belligerent nations, we are ametted m

se« them accepted." In presenting vhtt?
One conclude*, of course, »hat some vordt

such as "these propo.-als'' hav« been «Bitted,
but, even so, what English grammai»". ('>*¦

permitted such a cacophony k% "at are taw
mated to see them accepte«i"?

It' the British Foreign Offre is res-pens.«)'»
for this gibberish would it rot b« pessiW«
to convey to it Mine hint that it sHhM
reorganize its translating force? If I re¬

member right, the Knjrli'h pre«s complsis«!
bitterly about the translation of soraesfua
notes which passed between the Fertujs
Office and other nation« at the b«finniaf r
?he war. I took the troubl« Us comp«« .

good many of them » 1 ".finals
French and found hardly one correctly trass-

lated. Pos'-iblv von tir mf th« Eaf-
lish pros» to make another protest.

I 7.iN L0SÍAX
New York, Aug. I», l!M7.

The Fate of Poland
To the Kdi'or of The Tribune.

S«r: According to the text of Pop« ****.

diet's plea for peace made public by e»**-

in^ton. his bolines«, a"er sol.citing th« tmw
ing of the questions of Alsac-Lorraia« as*1

Italia Irre«ienta to the peace conference rr

examination, pleads the .-ame for Arm«««»,
the Balkan States and Poland.
Thus does the holy father dispos« «f ¦

vital question of the destiny of Poland-f"
land which has suffered perteeutiea torn«*
than a century at the ha-.«!« at Pru-« a. *.**

sia and Austria for her aatioaalit«/. «.!¦
the hands of Prussia ard I: IM » *** ¡f
Catholic faith; thus is the eise of Poland dis¬

posed of for the sake of "p«JO«e" by th« ».*'

cessor of Innocent XI, who.e nuncio, P»''

lavieiai, when Austria and all Christ«"**
were menaced with Moslem subjuf»t.cn. I»

on his knees before .lohn Sobieski .on Am»«
0. IMS) and cried: "King, MM < WSm
dorn!"
The service of Poland in preserving «KM;j

tegrity of the Hapshurg monarchy was repsi«
less than a century later by Participan«! ¦

the dismemberment of F'oland; while .**\
em Kurope, which, through Poland's ei"*^
ry, escaped Mo?!e«n < onque«', mad« ro »

to prevent the insertion of th« "JC
among nation'-"; and now the head *'

Church of which Poland has always ****

devoted daufjhter urces th.it h«r t*M ***\
u- a«.- ...v;.. -a ...a... .,««, r.rot at!9B. V*
devoted daughter urces that her fate *.**

be the subject of subsequent »esjei *V9*'9\^
poses merely an "examination'' of her

consigns her to the " .sympathies" of tn*

ful diplomatists mat «rill ps'her »t tl'.

gaining table of the peace conference, t

her to the certain veto by (-ermany and
tria of her just claim«. ^
What a blighting of hope« ao« oe.ly or

ons of "Polonia semper fide!;-.'' hut M»,
all lovers of justice who had been mm

by the cable message made public on tM
^

inst. by the French Bureau of Inforei««.
New York, quoting Monsigner Ted'»«

Papal Inder Secretary of State, as J'"*,.
for "a peace of justice." including th« «

lishment of a free Poland, the r"t0?,'* ,r.
Alsace-Lorraine to France and of M" ||#
redenta to Italy, and the »nir«f,t!*n_.V.M
mania! VACLAV mW******
New York, Aug. 1!>, 19K.

__

"The Law of 1'reason"
To the Kditor of The Tribune. ^

Sir: PIea*e accept my thanks or ^ ^

"Law of Treason" in to-day's P»P*r ^j
the most compete and compr«hens«*«
on the subject I have read m som« ^^¡¡gß
year» of reading on law «uhjert». tl
t should be printed 111 every n*w'P*^iJ|y
he country more thai, once, ,nd *,£<".
n the German-American papers. ***

Norwalk, Conn., Aug. 17, 1M7,


